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the larger elements of the first cross-section. Equally striking were the forest and snowshed belt of the Sierras, the desert areas of the Great Basin, and the varying conditions among the Rocky Mountains of Colorado. In southern Arizona, where both American and European expected and found cactus and mesquite and expected but did not find cloudless skies, the surprise of the excursion was experienced. Three score geographers equipped with dusters and longing for rain coats waited twenty-four hours at the Roosevelt Dam for the downpour to cease, for motor cars to go without skidding and for mountain streams to permit fording. Notwithstanding inconvenience and the loss of St. Louis to the homeward itinerary, Professor "Ward considers the excursion party "singularly fortunate in having this interesting experience in the rainy desert."
In addition to daily studies of the physical features from the train and by special excursions, a great deal of attention was given to the phases of economic and industrial development, for it is recognized by all true geographers, and it is especially emphasized by the geographers of Europe, that the science does not come to its full fruition until it has taken in, not only the lands, but the interests and relations of those who live upon them. Every one knows that a wide field for such study is open to one who crosses our continent. At the first stop made, standing at the summit of Mt. Beacon, the chief engineer of the project described to the party the huge siphon and twenty-five mile tunnel which are to conduct the CatskHl waters to New York City. From Buffalo the party visited the Lackawanna steel plant and for an hour or more were transported up and down among the various buildings and furnaces upon flat cars provided by the company. At Niagara one afternoon was devoted to the power house and the various industries, and the whole of the following day given to the falls and the gorge, with many stops and brief lectures from experts by the way. In Chicago the party inspected in squads, according to their choice, the Stock Yards, the business methods of the Sears, Roebuck Company and the map-making plant of the Rand-McNally Company. Following an automobile excursion which began at Fort Snelling and took the party through the suburbs and into the heart of the city, there was a visit to the flouring irriVlR which stand for the leading industry of Minneapolis. A day was spent in the great open-air iron pits of Hibbing, Minnesota, where again the party was transported by